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cially as their father, as I have been told, was drowned
under similar circumstances. It is true that God,
whose goodness is everywhere adorable, is found as
well upon the waters, [314] and among the ice, as
upon the land. We escaped also from this danger,
which did not seem to them as great as the first.

When we reached land, our house was the foot of
a tree, where we lay down, after having eaten a bit
of smoked meat and drunk a little melted snow-water.
I repeated my little prayers, and rested beside a good
fire which counteracted the frost and cold of the night.

The next day we embarked early. The tide,
which had brought us these legions of icebergs, had
carried them during the night to the other side, so
we were for some distance free from this annoyance;
but the wind arose, and as our little gondola began
to dance upon the waves, we turned shoreward and
hurriedly landed. I had begged my people to take
with them some pieces of bark, with which to make
a cabin to cover us at night, and food enough for sev-
eral days, as we were not sure that the bad weather
might not cause us delays. They did neither [315]
one thing nor the other, so we had to lie out in the
open air, and make one day’s food last four; they had
expected to go hunting, but, as the snow was melt-
ing, they could not pursue the game. The weather
promising to clear up, we embarked again, but
scarcely had we gone three leagues when the wind,
growing stronger, cast us upon the ice which the
tide was bringing back, and caused us to glide
quickly through a little stream, and all three to leap
upon these great blocks of ice which were along its
edge, and thus to gain land, our Savages carrying
our bark ship upon their shoulders.



